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Mu’s annual festival and outreach per-
formances at schools, corporate sites, 
and community organizations. 

The radio station KFAI, Fresh Air 
Radio, serving the Twin Cities since 
1973, provides training opportunities in 
broadcasting to those who might lack 
the resources for formal training. 
Many of the station’s volunteer pro-
grammers have recently arrived in the 
United States and, therefore, have the 
opportunity to broadcast in their na-
tive languages. Cultivating listeners 
not often served by traditional media, 
KFAI includes in its programming 
broadcasts which cater to the Indian, 
Khmer, Hmong, Vietnamese, and Fili-
pino communities. 

Finally, I would like to make special 
mention of a courageous woman, 
Darina Siv. Until her death in March 
at the early age of 44, Ms. Siv was dedi-
cated to helping low-income Cam-
bodians, whom she served first as a so-
cial worker, then as executive director 
of the United Cambodian Association 
of Minnesota. Her book, Never Come 
Back: A Cambodian Woman’s Journey, 
described her personal hardships after 
the Khmer Rouge took control in her 
native Cambodia. In America, she be-
came a tireless advocate and was in-
strumental in securing state legisla-
tion that helps foreign-born social 
workers overcome license barriers. 

During Asian Pacific American 
month, I am happy to recognize the 
many ways—exciting, dynamic, com-
plex, and subtle in which Asian Pacific 
Americans are making Minnesota a 
better, stronger, and richer place to 
live and work. It is important today 
and throughout the year, to celebrate 
these contributions.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MR. KENNETH 
OTAGAKI AND HIS FAMILY 

∑ Mr. INOUYE. Mr. President, I am 
deeply honored to rise in tribute to 
Ken Otagaki, who is a very dear friend 
of mine. He is a patriot in the fullest 
sense of the word. His life and his serv-
ice to our Nation should make all of us 
very proud to call him a fellow Amer-
ican. His story should inspire you. I 
ask to print in the RECORD an article 
about him and his family printed in the 
April 28, 2002, edition of the Honolulu 
Star-Bulletin in Hawaii. 

The article follows. 
LOVING PERSISTENCE PAYS OFF FOR OTAGAKIS 

(By Treena Shapiro) 
Members of the Otagaki family say that 

their patriarch has never let obstacles defeat 
him. 

And as his children note, Kenneth Otagaki 
has faced challenges that would have dis-
couraged a lesser man—from supporting him-
self while still a child, to wooing a reluctant 
bride, to learning to cope with a disability 
after World War II, to raising five children— 
eventually earning his Ph.D. and becoming a 
member of Gov. John Burns’ cabinet. 

Even at 84, ‘‘He’s full of energy for some-
one who could have just sat around and said, 
‘I can’t do this, I can’t do that,’’’ said his 
daughter, Joy Miyashiro, 55. 

Consequently, while growing up, the 
Otagaki children never wanted for anything, 
but had a lot to live up to. 

Ken Otagaki took control of his life at the 
age of 12, his son Robin Otagaki said. 

He was the second son of a Big Island field 
laborer and his picture bride wife. Because 
Japanese tradition at the time dictated that 
the first-born son inherit everything, Ken 
ran away to Honolulu at age 12 and worked 
as a houseboy, then put himself through col-
lege. 

At the University of Hawaii in 1936, Ken 
met Janet, his bride-to-be. He was majoring 
in agriculture, she was majoring in home ec-
onomics. 

When Ken first asked Janet on a date, she 
tried to fix him up with a friend instead. 
‘‘And the next time he asked me, I gave him 
the brush off because I’m not interested in 
him since I had a boyfriend,’’ Janet said. 

Eventually she consented to a date, ‘‘but I 
wasn’t very much interested.’’ 

But Ken was more fun that her boyfriend, 
and more persistent, she said. ‘‘I tried to 
brush him off, but he just wouldn’t. This is 
what he said: ‘If I see a good one, why should 
I stop? I’m going to keep chasing you,’ ’’ she 
remembered. 

After the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, 
Ken enlisted and joined the famed 100th In-
fantry Division. He proposed to Janet before 
being sent overseas and they decided to wait 
until he returned to get married. 

Ken became a litter bearer, once helping 
an injured Spark Matsunaga down from the 
mountains. 

In January 1944, near the hills of Cassino, 
Italy, Ken and six other litter bearers were 
called upon to help soldiers in front of them. 

It was about 10 p.m. and snowing, Ken re-
called. 

‘‘The Germans saw us coming, I suppose, so 
they threw a barrage of mortar shells. Unfor-
tunately, one landed about three feet away 
from where we were, backed up against a big 
rock,’’ he said. 

Of the eight American soldiers in the 
group, one escaped injury. Three were killed 
and four, including Ken, were wounded seri-
ously. 

It was 20 hours before Ken was evacuated. 
The battle cost him his right leg, two fingers 
on his right hand and the sight in his right 
eye. 

He wrote to Janet, telling her about his in-
juries and absolving her of her commitment 
to marry him, Joy said. 

However, ‘‘She figured that he wasn’t 
going to sit around and feel sorry for him-
self,’’ Joy said. They were married later that 
year. 

Robin said Ken’s injuries interfered with 
his plans to become a medical doctor, then 
he was told he could not practice veterinary 
medicine, either. He ended up using his G.I. 
Bill to attend graduate school in Iowa and 
California, earning a doctorate in animal 
science. 

Joy, who was born in Iowa, said her fa-
ther’s career took the family to Berkely and 
Davis, Calif., while her mother stayed home 
and raised five children that all came within 
one or two years of each other. 

When Joy was 8, the family moved back to 
Hawaii, where her father taught at the Uni-
versity of Hawaii and later led the state De-
partment of Agriculture during the Burns 
administration. 

Joy said her father was always a good ex-
ample for the kids. 

‘‘Even though he was physically chal-
lenged, he taught us how to ride bicycles, he 
taught us how to swim. If there was ripe 
mango up on the tree he would go up and get 
it,’’ she said, adding that he kept his tree- 
climbing a secret from her mother. 

‘‘My mom really never worked, she did 
some substitute teaching, but she never real-
ly had to go out (and work),’’ Miyashiro said. 
‘‘She always had Sunday dinners cooked for 

us, she sewed, she entertained, she was den 
mother, brownie leader.’’ 

She was also the family peacekeeper, ac-
cording to Robin. 

‘‘My mother always had to be the one who 
was the mediator. She had to buffer the fa-
ther from the children and the children from 
the father,’’ he said. 

His father had high expectations of his 
children, particularly in school, he said. 

But Robin, who now teaches secondary 
science at Punahou, said the children were 
never academically inclined. In fact, he grad-
uated last in his class from the University 
Lab School. 

He and his late brother were the only 
Otagaki children who finished college. 

These days, however, Robin, 52, and his 
wife live in the Manoa home he was raised 
in, while Ken and Janet live in a cottage on 
the same property and they all get on ‘‘tre-
mendously,’’ Robin said, describing how he 
and his father putter around the garden to-
gether. 

‘‘Little by little we meet in the middle,’’ 
he said. ‘‘He has seen what I have become, 
and I realize where he has come from.’’ 

Both Joy and Robin noted how their father 
dotes on his eight grandchildren. 

Ken said the key to raising his family has 
been respect: ‘‘Like any family, all-in-all, it 
requires a lot of understanding, a lot of give 
and take.’’∑ 
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MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Messages from the President of the 
United States were communicated to 
the Senate by Ms. Evans, one of his 
secretaries. 

f 

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED 

As in executive session the Presiding 
Officer laid before the Senate messages 
from the President of the United 
States submitting sundry nominations 
which were referred to the appropriate 
committees. 

(The nominations received today are 
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.) 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED 
Under the authority of the order of 

the Senate of January 3, 2001, the Sec-
retary of the Senate, on May 10, 2002, 
during the recess of the Senate, re-
ceived a message from the House of 
Representatives announcing that the 
Speaker has signed the following bill: 

H.R. 2646. An act to provide for the con-
tinuation of agricultural programs through 
fiscal year 2007, and for other purposes. 

Under the authority of the order of 
the Senate of January 3, 2001, the en-
rolled bill was signed by the President 
pro tempore (Mr. BYRD) on May 10, 
2001. 

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED 
Under the authority of the order of 

the Senate of January 3, 2001, the fol-
lowing enrolled bill, previously signed 
by the Speaker of the House, was 
signed by the President pro tempore 
(Mr. BYRD) on May 10, 2002: 

S. 378. An act to redesignate the Federal 
building located at 3348 South Kedzie Avenue 
in Chicago, Illinois, as the ‘‘Paul Simon Chi-
cago Jobs Corp Center.’’ 
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